Hallberg-Rassy 54
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Bullt m Sweden, the new HR 54 and all ol
the modern HRs are ocean-going works

of art crafted to the highest standards hy
artisans with generations of experience
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Hallberg-Rassy 54

No more wet slogs to windward: HRs come wuth a srunaarJ spruy shleld ;Hu

can choose an HR-designed hard dodger

ver the last few years some-
thing big has started to happen
every August on the remote isle
of Orust off the west coast of
Sweden. Cruising sailors and
yachtsmen from all over Europe and North
America congregate for the weekend in a cel-
ebration of fine yachts and raise their glasses
to the pleasures of owning and cruising some

of the best yachts built anywhere in the world.

It is a kind of old fashioned happening
where you will see more blue blazers in the
crowd than tie-dyed T-shirts because the sail-
ors who come are there to look at, admire and
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possibly buy a Hallberg-Rassy.

The happening takes place in the Hallberg-
Rassy marina and boat building facility in the
small town of Ellos, which is a good hour’s
drive north of Gothenburg. It all started years
ago as a simple open house at which the boat
builder entertained its customers, vendors
and friends. But such is the HR mystique, and
the worldwide attention that soon followed,
that the simple open house became a boat
show that then grew into the happening it is
today.

In a smart, egalitarian gesture, HR invites
its competitors to show their boats at the
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weekend event, making this one of the best
boat shows in Scandinavia. Over that week-
end in August roughly 24,000 sailors attend
the event, which is almost equivalent to the
number of people who attend the America’s
largest sailboat show in Annapolis, Maryland,
each October.

HR shows off all of its models from 31 feet
to 62 feet and often has a new design to roll
out for the adoring crowd. They run factory
tours so customers and owners can see where
and how their boats are built. And, they run
seminars that help customers learn more
about the company, boat building, sailing gear
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and equipment.

In 2006, the new boat of the year was the
HR 54, which the company launched that
month and which they designed to be their
new statement on design and construction for
all HRs to come in the years ahead.

The reception of the boat was warm to the
point of conflagration, so much so that the
company sold out production of the boat for
the year ahead. But such is the HR place in
the world of yachtsmen and offshore sailors.
And such is the draw of the island of Orust,
the village of Ellos and the craftsmen of the
HR yard.

As the old saying goes, if you build it, and
build really well, they will come.

The HR Concepts

The roots of the HR traditions go back to
the Hallberg Yard in the 1940s. Once joined by
the Rassy family, the company expanded to
build modern cruising boats. And, since the
company launched its first Hallberg-Rassy
Rasmus in 1967, the company’s founders and
owners have remained true to three simple
but vital concepts that make the boats they
build unique and of such value.

First, they contend that there is no need for
cruising sailors to be “soaking wet to enjoy
sailing.” It makes sense to us today. But if
you look at many designs from the early 60s,
the Swedish Folkboat comes to mind, you
will know the roots of this concept. So, the
new designs had relatively high topsides and
incorporated the angular windshield that is
now a signature detail of Swedish cruising
boats.

Second, the company has always dedicated
itself to building boats that offer owners “af-
fordable quality.” That means the boats are
built to a very high standard but as efficiently
as possible. And, it means that HRs maintain
higher than average resale values. At the end
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